
 
Michigan Association of Public Broadcasters 

Public Media Impact Award 
Nomination Form 

Deadline: Wednesday, May 20, 2026 
 

Nominee Information: 
NAME OF NOMINEE: ___M. Andersen “Andy” Rapp________________________________________ 
 
TITLE or POSITION: ___Retired, Executive Producer and On-Air Host_________________________ 
 
BUSINESS NAME 
and ADDRESS:  ____Delta College Public Media, WDCQ-TV____________________________ 
 

______2330 Deer Valley, Midland, MI 48642__(home)________________________ 
 
TELEPHONE:  __989-430-8927 (cell)__________ EMAIL: __andyrapp445@gmail.com_____ 
 
 
Nomination Submitted by: 
 
NAME:   __________Joe Yezak______________________________________________ 
 
TITLE:   __________General Manager______________________________________ 
 
AFFILIATION:  _______Delta College Public Media__________________________________ 
  
ADDRESS:  _____1961 Delta Road; University Center, MI   48710_____________________ 
 
   ________________________________________________________________ 
 
TELEPHONE:  989-686-9348 (office)_________ EMAIL: ____josephyezak@delta.edu_____ 
 
Please attach all supporting material to your nomination email. 
Supporting information should include: 

• Headshot & 10-12 photos 

• Current Bio/Resume of Nominee 

• Current Photo of Nominee 

• Letter stating why they are being nominated 

• Letters/statements of support 
 

Email nominations to: 
 walters@michmab.com 

 
Mail to: 

 MAPB Public Media Impact Award Nomination 
222 N Chestnut St. 
 Lansing, MI 48933 

 

mailto:walters@michmab.com


Biography for M. Andersen “Andy” Rapp 
Submitted on May 19, 2026 

 
Michigan Association of Public Broadcasters 

Public Media Impact Award 
 
 
Inspired by his father, Dr. Marvin Rapp, a former community college president who established 30 
community colleges and over a half dozen educational television stations in the state of New York, 
it seemed only natural that Andy Rapp would find his way to Delta Community College.  He came to 
work at its public television station after receiving his master’s degree in educational broadcasting 
from State University of New York. He also received a bachelor’s degree in liberal arts from Colgate 
University.  
 

M. Andersen “Andy” Rapp worked full-time at 
Delta College for 18 years (1969 to 1987), where he 
taught broadcast history and law, and on-air 
performance classes as a Delta College associate 
professor of broadcasting. As part of his 
involvement with students, he also helped 
establish Delta College’s chapter of Alpha Epsilon 
Rho, which is the international scholastic honor 
society recognizing academic achievement among 
students in the field of broadcasting and electronic 
media.  Established in 1974, it was the first two-
year college in the country to be accepted into the 
national society, thereby setting precedent for 
other community colleges. 

 
He also served as a producer-director, and eventually as an executive producer, and on-air TV 
program host on WUCM-TV.  His dedication to building a local community presence on our 
airwaves spanned 36 years and included the following unique local programs: 
 

• Junta de Amigos (1969 to 1970) – the first prime time bilingual (Spanish/English) series in 
the nation. 

• Face to Face (January to Sept. 1971) A sociological/psychological study of society's social 
fringe. 

• Day By Day (Oct. 1971 to Jan. 1985) The only live weekday series of its kind in a market 
Delta's size or larger.  

• Ways People Play (1974-1975) A series focusing on all local sports that were not baseball, 
football, basketball or hockey.  

• Trivia All Stars  (Feb. 1985 to April 1986)  A game show that followed the trivia trend at the 
time. 

• The Weekly (1985 to 1988) The one-hour panel discussion series focused on a single topic, 
featuring a live studio audience and call-in participation.  

• Currently Speaking (1999 to 2016) A weekly, live one-hour program totally about opinion, 
the host's opinion, the rotating guests' opinion, and most importantly, the viewers' opinion.  

 



In 1987, Andy left Delta College Public Media and formed the consulting firm, The Rapp Group, to 
advise businesses and political candidates regarding media and broadcasting relations. He joined 
Northwood University as an associate professor, where he taught speech as well as created and 
coached an award-winning forensic team for a number of years before retiring from there in 2015.  
 
 

Andy returned to Delta College Public TV to host 
Currently Speaking for another 18 years (from 1999 to 
2016). Totaling 36 years in length, Mr. Rapp’s career 
on our airwaves holds the record as the longest span 
of any of our hosts and producers.   
 
During his broadcasting career he received several 
awards, including the prestigious School Bell Award 
from the Michigan Education Association.  It honored 
the station and Mr. Rapp in 1971 for presenting live 
telecasts of the contract negotiations between the 

Saginaw Township School Board and the township’s teachers association.  It was a precedent 
setting production and acquainted viewers with the bargaining process.   
 
WUCM TV-19 established a Broadcast Explorer Post 2719 (Boy Scouts of America) at Delta College 
in 1971, which was coordinated by Andy Rapp.  The group met twice monthly and studied mass 
communication topics.  The Explorer Post was the first of its type in the nation and brought 
recognition for Andy when he was given the Bronze Big Horn Award by the Boy Scouts of America in 
1982.  
 
Andy participated and led many organizations including as a member of the board of the United 
Way of Michigan, president of the Saginaw Valley Press Club, president of the Humane Society of 
Saginaw County, and president of The Arc, for people with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities. 
 
Throughout 1985, Andy also wrote a weekly column on the media entitled “Media Monitor”, which 
was syndicated by Hearst Newspapers.  In 1987, Andy left Delta College to form the consulting 
firm, The Rapp Group, to advise businesses and political candidates regarding media and 
broadcasting.   
 
In 1991, he served as president of the Midland Noon Rotary Club and subsequently became Rotary 
6310 District Governor.  Currently, he is an active member of Torch International, a 32nd degree 
Scottish Rite Mason, Royal Arch Mason, Sovereign Master AMD, Knights Templar and Rosicrucian 
Frere.  
 
Delta College launched Channel 19 on October 12, 1964, with the call letters of WUCM.  On 
December 1, 1989, the College added its public radio station, WUCX FM-90.1, which is jointly 
operated by Delta College and Central Michigan University.  In October 1997, Delta College 
changed the call letters of its PBS station to WDCQ.  The stations continue to enhance the 
College's commitment to quality and educational services as it delivers quality NPR and PBS 
programming to the Great Lakes Bay Region, Flint and the Thumb. 
 
 









We celebrate our community’s commitment.

Rapp Family Studios Reception
Thursday, May 7  |  3:30pm





Thank you for joining us today as we celebrate another year of service to 
our community. Please enjoy some refreshments and a tour of the studios. 
Our Public Media staff members are here today, throughout the facility, and 
would be happy to answer any of your questions.

Today’s Program
4pm

4:05pm

4:10pm

One of the key responsibilities of a public 
broadcasting station—both TV and 
radio—is to be responsive and available 
to the community it serves. The Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC) calls it a 
"right of access," or public use of the airwaves. 

Andy and Donna Rapp established a fund to 
provide long-term financial support for Delta 
College Public Media, due to their strong 
belief in the value of public TV and public 
radio. Creation of this fund allows the dollars 
to be invested and for the principal to grow 
over time; however, it can also support current 
programming or equipment costs, if needed.

Welcome and Introductions
Stacey Gannon 
Chair, Delta College Board of Trustees

Public Media Financial Update
Pam Clark
Executive Director of Advancement

Dedication of the Rapp Family Studios
Stacey Gannon, to be joined by
Andy and Donna Rapp, followed by 
comments from Andy Rapp

Commitment from the Rapps
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Delta College launched Channel 19 on October 12, 1964, with the call letters 
of WUCM. On December 1, 1989, the college added its public radio station, 
WUCX FM-90.1, which is jointly operated by Delta College and Central Michigan 
University. In October 1997, Delta College changed the call letters of its PBS 
station to WDCQ. The stations continue to enhance the college’s commitment 
to quality programming and educational services as it delivers NPR and PBS 
shows to the Great Lakes Bay Region, Flint and the Thumb.

Since 1964, Delta College’s Public Broadcast stations have thrived because we 
focus on bringing great programming to the viewers and listeners of the Great 
Lakes Bay Region. Our logo and “look” has changed over the years, as reflected 
by the change in logos shown below, but having a focus on local programming 
has always endured. 

A history of Public Media
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A Commitment to Local Programming

For nearly 62 years, Delta College’s Public TV station has created, produced and aired 
a cadre of local programs. As long-time supporters, we are sure you may remember 
many of them from the past decades. We thought it would be fun to revisit some of our 
favorites. The timing is opportune, as we gather to dedicate our TV studio to the Rapp 
Family, due to their ongoing commitment to the station.

M. Andersen “Andy” Rapp worked full-time at Delta College, where he taught classes as 
a Delta College associate professor of broadcasting. He served as a producer-director, 
executive producer, and on-air TV program host on WUCM TV-19. Totaling 36 years in 
length, Mr. Rapp’s career on our airwaves holds the record as the longest span of any 
of our talented and dedicated host/producers. 

Andy taught broadcast history and law, and on-air performance classes. He also helped 
establish Delta College’s chapter of Alpha Epsilon Rho, which is the international 
scholastic honor society recognizing academic achievement among students in the 
field of broadcasting and electronic media. Established in 1974, it was the first two-
year college in the country to be accepted into the national society, thereby setting 
precedent for other community colleges.

Andy served as a producer-director, and eventually as an executive producer, and on-air 
TV program host for several series between 1970 and 2016, which stood apart for their 
originality. His dedication was to building a local community presence on our airwaves 
and included many local programs.

Junta de Amigos (1969 to 1970) 
The first bi-lingual (Spanish/
English) television series in the 
nation. The series provided a 
platform for Mexican American 
members of the community 
to engage in meaningful 
conversations about historical, 
political and cultural issues that 
mattered to them. The program 
also showcased segments 
dedicated to cooking, art and 
music, offering viewers a rich 

and diverse glimpse into the community’s traditions and creative expressions. Notably, 
the set itself was thoughtfully crafted by David Torrez, a well-known local Mexican 
American artist, adding an authentic visual element that connected the program’s 
content to its cultural roots.
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Face to Face (January to Sept. 1971) A sociological/
psychological study of society’s social fringe. With 
support from two Delta College faculty 
members, twelve individuals who were 
considered outside the mainstream were 
selected for one-on-one half hour interviews. 
Each interview was structured into background 
and context followed by questions developed 
by both a sociologist and a psychologist. This 
approach enabled a meaningful comparison 
highlighting commonalities and unique 
differences between participants. The Face to 
Face series was utilized in classrooms to illustrate 
case studies, serving as a valuable academic 
resource for nearly two decades. Interestingly, 
many individuals who were once considered part 
of society’s fringe would likely not be categorized 
that way today, reflecting how societal 
perceptions evolve over time.

Day By Day (Oct. 1971 to Jan. 1985) The only 
live weekday series of its kind in a market Delta’s 
size or larger. For nearly fourteen years, the 
half hour program broadcast live every 
weekday, in the morning and evening. At its 
zenith, Day By Day boasted a team of thirty-
two volunteer producers, whose dedication 
contributed to the show’s remarkable output. 
Over its impressive run, the program aired 
an astounding 3,300 individual episodes, 
offering fresh perspectives and fostering 
community engagement. The show addressed a broad spectrum of topics, from local 
events and community activities to compelling personalities from all walks of life. Some 
of the 30-minute shows covered a single topic, others with multiple topics. One of 
the program’s standout features was its commitment to interviewing every celebrity 
who visited the region as a single guest for 30 minutes. Distinguished guests included 
Vincent Price, Ralph Nader, Charlton Heston, Susanne Pleshette, Jesse Owens, Lowell 
Thomas, Noel Neal (Lois Lane on TV Superman), Pierre Salinger, Susan Brown Miller, Mary 
Traverse (of Peter, Paul, and Mary), Larry Flynt, Jack Anderson, Anson Williams, Fred W. 
Friendly (CBS News), Garrick Utley (NBC News), Daniel Schorr (CBS News) and Jim McKay 
(ABC Sports) and Hugh Downs, among many others. These conversations were unique 
and thoughtful, based on research of intriguing aspects of each guest’s life. The focus of 
the interviews shifted away from sensationalism, and resulted in discussions that offered 
insightful, memorable and engaging looks at well-known personalities. This legacy of 
consistent, meaningful coverage firmly established Day By Day as a vital platform for 
dialogue and connection within Delta’s broadcast area.
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Ways People Play (1974-1975) A series focusing on all local sports that were not baseball, 
football, basketball or hockey. During a period when many lesser-known sports—such 
as motor sports and women’s athletics—were largely overlooked, this sports program 
sought to shine a spotlight on these often-neglected areas. Notably, the series adhered 
to its focus on secondary sports, with only one notable exception: a special half-hour 
interview featuring USC and Buffalo Bills running back O.J. Simpson. This episode 
stood out as a unique departure from the program’s usual emphasis, underscoring the 
significance of Simpson’s career at the time.

The Weekly (1985 to 1988) The one-hour panel 
discussion series focused on a single topic, 
featuring a live studio audience and call-in 
participation. The inaugural episode exemplified 
the program’s approach by spotlighting female 
activists from the local community, each unique 
in their background yet united in purpose. 
Notably, Sister Ardeth Platte, a Catholic nun 
renowned for leading protests against military 
installations in northern Michigan, and Mary 
Sinclair, a determined housewife who famously played a pivotal role in shutting down 
the Midland nuclear power plant, were among the guests. The show continued to 
feature other compelling guests who shared a similar drive for social change. After Andy 
Rapp departed the series, Barb Handley Miller, a former commercial TV news director 
and later a Delta faculty member, assumed both producing and hosting responsibilities.
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Currently Speaking (1999 to 2016) A weekly, 
live one-hour program totally about opinion, 
the host’s opinion, the rotating guests’ 
opinion, and most importantly, the viewers’ 
opinion. Spanning nearly two decades, 
Currently Speaking became a vital platform 
for community dialogue within Delta’s 
coverage area. The show emerged at a time 
when many individuals felt their opinions 
were overlooked, offering them a rare and 
valuable chance to voice their perspectives 
publicly. The open forum featured lively 
debate as the host and rotating guests 
challenged participants, fostering honest and 
thought-provoking exchanges. The program 
tackled sensitive and divisive subjects, often 
venturing into territory other broadcasts 
avoided. This commitment to transparency 
and dialogue sometimes brought backlash, including hate mail, online harassment, 
and even the occasional threat. Yet, the team behind Currently Speaking understood 
the necessity of such a forum. They embraced what could be called the “tea kettle 
philosophy”: just as a kettle needs to let off steam, so too does a community need a safe 
space for honest expression, especially during turbulent times. The series gave people a 
voice and encouraged open, sometimes challenging, conversations.

Great TV Auction (1972 to 
1988) WUCM TV-19 held the 
first of its Great TV Auctions to 
raise money for new equipment 
and technology. Dubbed the 
“Rainbow Auction,” the televised 
auction raised nearly $40,000 
($230,000 in today’s money), 
which helped the station 
broadcast in color starting in 
1974. The last Great TV Auction 
was in 1988, and the proceeds 
helped the station become 
the first in mid-Michigan to 
broadcast in stereo.
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Local Programming on Public Radio

We have highlighted the long history of local programs on WDCQ-TV, which was earlier 
called WUCM TV-19. But, Delta College Public Media also has a wide variety of local 
programs that air on its public radio station, WUCX FM-90.1.

•	 The Audition Room – Rod Bieber hosts a 
collection of new releases in a variety of 
musical styles, giving the upper hand to 
local artists and sprinkling in some musical 
commentary, a bit of musical history and trivia.

•	 Backstage Explorer – Rod Bieber hosts this 
interview and music program that highlights 
local and regional arts and humanities groups 
and featuring performing arts as well as a 
variety of cultural groups in the region. 

•	 Beyond Broadway – Delta’s Joe Yezak and 
theatre veteran Emily Anderson play some 
of the best musical numbers from the past 
50 years and offer exclusive interviews 
with members of our own local theatre 
community.

•	 La Caliente 90.1 – Mike Mendoza hosts the show which consists mostly of Tejano 
music which originated out of San Antonio, Texas, but he also features other types of 
Latino music in the mix.

•	 El Sol Latino – Long-time host Amy Guzman brings an hour of Latin pop and dance 
music to the audience every Saturday afternoon.

Some of the short segments that can be heard daily in the Morning Edition program 
from NPR include these locally created, 10-minute features:

•	 Backyard Astronomer – Mike Murray from the Delta College Planetarium takes a look 
at the night sky to highlight things that don’t require a telescope to see.

•	 Lifelines with John Augustine – In what sounds like a national segment, John reviews 
biographies and recounts the lives of the people featured in them.

•	 Historia – Delta faculty members share interesting events and fascinating people, 
which aren't traditionally amplified in history textbooks.

•	 Mental Health Minute – Dr. Dave Baskind discusses psychology research and then 
explains how psychology impacts your life.

•	 Environment Report – "Mr. Great Lakes," Jeff Kart, hosts this weekly update on 
environmental issues in Michigan and the Great Lakes.
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Rapp Family Profile

Andy joined Delta College to work at its public television station after receiving his 
master’s degree in educational broadcasting from State University of New York. He also 
received a bachelor’s degree in liberal arts from Colgate University. 

During his broadcasting career he received several awards, including the prestigious 
School Bell Award from the Michigan Education Association. It honored the station and 
Mr. Rapp in 1971 for presenting live telecasts of the contract negotiations between the 
Saginaw Township School Board and its teachers association. It was a precedent setting 
production and acquainted viewers with the bargaining process. 

WUCM TV-19 established a Broadcast Explorer Post 2719 (Boy Scouts of America) at Delta 
College in 1971, which was coordinated by Andy Rapp. The Explorer Post was the first of 
its type in the nation and brought recognition for Andy when he was given the Bronze 
Big Horn Award by the Boy Scouts of America in 1982. 

In 1991, he served as president of the Midland Noon Rotary Club and subsequently 
became Rotary 6310 District Governor. Currently, he is an active member of Torch 
International, a 32nd degree Scottish Rite Mason, Royal Arch Mason, Sovereign Master 
AMD, Knights Templar and Rosicrucian Frere. 

Donna Rapp served as senior vice president and corporate secretary of MyMichigan 
Health, and president of the MyMichigan Health Foundation, retiring in 2018. She 
received many state and national awards for her work in marketing. In 1995, she was 
elected president of the Midland Morning Rotary Club and was one of the first eight 
women in the world to serve as District Governor of Rotary International.

Donna volunteers as a docent at the Alden B. Dow Home and Studio and has served 
many organizations including the Midland Center for the Arts, MATRIX: MIDLAND 
Festival, Midland Area Community Foundation, Midland Country Club and the American 
Lung Association of Michigan. She has received many awards and honors, including the 
Athena Award from the Midland Area Chamber of Commerce, as well as the Woman of 
Distinction from the Mitten Bay Girl Scout Council. 

Donna attended Delta College and transferred to the University of Michigan to receive 
her bachelor’s degree, double majoring in communications and French. Her master’s 
degree in journalism was earned at Central Michigan University. She later returned to 
Delta College to complete an associate’s degree. 

Andy and Donna live in Midland and are parents of daughter Megen. She and her 
husband Ben both work for Kohler Company. On September 9, 2025, the Rapps 
welcomed granddaughter, Merritt Andersen Rapp, to the family.



Our Funding Picture

Delta College’s Public Media stations have been a broadcasting staple in our region for 
decades. As the college celebrates its 65th Anniversary this year, it is proud to continue 
this valuable service, with the community’s commitment and support. 

We suffered a loss in federal funding last year, but the community has stepped up to 
help us meet our financial goals. Our viewers and listeners know the great value of our 
public media service. Here in our region, and far beyond, Delta College Public Media 
is an indispensable and unmatched source of news, information, cultural commentary 
and insights into an incredibly broad range of issues and events – whether they happen 
down the block or across the world. 

Recently, a federal judge ruled against the 2025 Executive Order implemented by 
President Trump, which declared no funding could be given to PBS or NPR stations. 
Although this is very good news, the ruling didn’t address the Congressional rescission 
vote that occurred last July, so all federal funding grant cuts that have been made, still 
remain in place.

The stations produce and air local programs focused on our community, as well as 
popular long-form documentaries. They are enjoyed by the viewers and listeners of the 
Great Lakes Bay Region, as well as the Thumb and Flint, who have been supportive of 
our efforts for decades. With support like that received from the Rapps, Delta College 
Public Media will continue to produce and air quality local programs, in line with our 
educational mission.

Your past generosity helped make our programming possible. Your additional support 
will ensure we have the funding needed to bring excellent shows to you, your family 
and your community for years to come.

Your gifts make a huge difference. Beyond cash, you may also want to consider 
contributing in these ways:

•	 Donate publicly traded securities, stocks or mutual funds. 

•	 Request a distribution from your Donor Advised Fund (DAF). 

•	 Use your Individual Retirement Account (IRA) to make a contribution. 

•	 Or add Delta College Public Media to your will or trust, for a future gift. 

For information on how you can support Delta College and its Public Media stations, 
please contact:

Gwen Serbus
989-686-9012  |  gwenserbus@delta.edu

Pam Clark
989-686-9225  |  pamelaclark@delta.edu
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Delta College Board of Trustees
Bay County: Diane M. Middleton, ‘88, Barbara M. Handley-Miller, Michael D. Rowley, ‘90
Midland County: Stacey L. Gannon (Chair), ‘20, Michael P. Nash, ’14, Wm. Michael Wood
Saginaw County: Arshen R. Baldwin (Vice Chair), Alexander S. Clark III, Alexis S. Thomas 

Interim President: Andrea L. Ursuy

Foundation Board of Directors
Paul J. Barbeau, Brooke Beebe, Octavia Walters Cabey, Todd E. Clements, 
Benjamin M. Denay, Heather L. Gallegos (Chair), Stacey L. Gannon ‘20, 
Barbara M. Handley-Miller, Michael L. Hanisko, Jeffrey E. Hert, Karl T. Ieuter, 
Patrice M. Lanczak, Jonathan E. Lauderbach, Edward M. Lesniak, Jeffrey C. Mayes, 
Dr. Roslyn E. McQueen, Magen M. Samyn (Vice Chair), Edwin A. Spence, III, 
Alexis S. Thomas, Christian A. Velasquez, Kristen C. Wenzel

Delta College Representatives:
Pamela N. Clark, ’77 (Executive Director); Julie Dorcey (Secretary)

1961 Delta Road
University Center, MI 48710

delta.edu
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